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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


Vacations mean different things for 
different people but usually they are 
relaxing and refreshing breaks. For 
Richard Mason a vacation on which 
you are stung by plants, caressed by 
thomy vines, eaten by leeches, 
infested with ticks, soaked by 
tropical downpours and if you can 
concentrate, counting endless trees 
and sorting hundreds of insects, is 
one not to be missed. Apparently he 
had a great time in northern 
Queensland and cannot wait to get 
back. 


In January 1997 Richard 
accompanied a group of students 
and staff from Griffith University on 
a ten day flora and fauna survey of 
a small area of the Eungella 
National Park, much of which is 
tropical rainforest. The park is 
about 80 kilometres west of Mackay. 


Rainforests are renowned for their 
terrestrial biodiversity and Eungella 
is no exception. Because of its long 
isolation from other Queensland 
forests, endemic species have 
developed here, e.g. Eungello 
Honeyeater and Eungella Day Frog. 


As part of the survey, all trees within 
a hectare were located, measured 
and identified. Smaller plants within 
10 x 10 metre plots in the same area 
were identified. In addition to this an 
arthropod survey was carried out 
over the same hectare - insects, 
spiders, millipedes, centipedes and 
crustaceans. 


Devices used to trap and collect 
insects were pitfall traps, litter 
samples, yellow pan traps, window 
traps, malaise traps, light traps, 
canopy samples and bark spraying. 


Canopy samples were obtained by 
firing a line (bow and arrow) into the 
canopy which was used to haul up a 
back-pack sprayer. This was run 
for five minutes filling the canopy 
with an insecticide (pyrethrum). The 
insect knockdown was collected 
over a 10 x 10m site for four hours. 


Yellow pan traps, plastic buckets 
of water and detergent, were used 
to trap air floating arthropods and 
aquatic winged species. 


The types of trap used, their 
location and numbers, time of 
collection and capacity of litter 
samples were controlled so that 
results would be strictly 
comparable to similar surveys. 


TONIGHT'S SPEAKER 


... Gary Backhouse on Eastem 
Barred Bandicoots. 


Before that however, Bill 
Johnson will speak to us briefly.. 


Bill has been contracted by the 
City of Greater Geelong to 
prepare’ a рап for the 
enhancement of an open space 
at the Belmont end of Mcintyre 
pedestrian bridge and an 
unmade road reserve linking it 
to Thomson Street. Seaview 
Park was to be sold but 
strong 


objections and 
representation by local 


residents and the GFNC 
persuaded our councillors to 
retain it for а children 
playpark/general open 
space/geological, flora, fauna 
reserve. 


Bill will advise how the GFNC 
and the general public can be 
involved in planning this new 
park. Our input is sought and 
will have a very important 
bearing on the outcome. 


The abundance of rainforest 
species and species numbers 


make field identification of 


individual species difficult and 
laborious. Because of this, 
entomologists used a technique 
known as a guild analysis which 
gives a profile of a rainforest 
community. 


This involves sorting the collection 
into look-alikes and then into their 
roles e.g. predator, played in the 
forest. Further study of the 
specimens can be undertaken at a 
later date. 


The Eungella survey is one of many 
surveys of "Australian tropical 
rainforests. These will enhance our 
knowledge of their biodiversity and 
our efforts to protect them. 


This report was drawn from notes 
used by Richard Mason for his talk 
"Life in The Rainforest Canopy". 


o 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Margaret Cameron 


March 16th. “Waders and Their 
Local Habitat” 


Unfortunately, we have received no 
information on this excursion. 
Intending participants should 
contact Margaret on 5229 9792. 


L 


PLANT GROUP MEETING 
... Dick Southcombe 


A discussion/workshop following on 
various Correa species will be the 
main topic of our 11th March 
meeting. 


Please bring dissecting 
equipment and all relevant books, 


Specimens of Correa species - 
especially alba - and related genera 
are required. 


Specimens of non-Correa plants 
needing identification, plants of 
particular interest and plants which 
can be used to demonstrate 
diognostic features should also be 
brought to the workshop. 


o 
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MARCH 


.. With Joe Hubbard 


Say goodbye to a Wader; Noon 
Flowers; Mud-flat Exposures; 
Grey Fantails; Small Blues; 


. And Also: 


Say Goodbye to a Wader: 

Some of our waders will show some 
breeding plumage which enlivens 
their southern summer greys and 
signals their imminent departure for 
distant northern hemisphere nesting 
grounds. 


Last year 22-3-96 Gordon McCarthy 
sent me down to Lake Victoria to 
look at some Curlew Sandpipers 
(small, grey-brown, longish down- 
curved bill) which were showing a 
distinct copper-red on their 
underparts. 


Usually Lake Victoria rewards the 
twitcher. A recent visit, 23-2-97, 
found Black-winged Stilts, Sharp- 
tailed Sandpipers and Red-necked 
Stints. There was a flock of small 
terns resting on a distant shell- 
bank - which of the small ones | 
could only guess at! 


Near the reserve's entrance, from its 
obligatory perch on a shrub top, a 
Striated Calamanthus farewelled us 
with a late song. It is wren-like in 
silhouette with all-over streaks of 
black with buff-yellow underparts, 
hence another name of Field Wren. 


| left this lively area full of 
apprehension about its future as a 
viable wetland. A block away, a new 
development (housing?) with its 
related levelling, clearing and street 
construction was very evident. On 
the reserve, shell-grit extraction is 
(or was) occurring.. It is ironic that all 
this is close to the sign which 
proclaims Lonsdale Lakes State 
Nature Reserve. 


Say goodbye to a wader? 
Access: Emily St, off Fellows Rd, 


Pt. Lonsdale. Road works may 
cause problems. 


Noon Flowers: 

Now would be a good time to take 
Kathleen Ralston's advice and 
introduce yourself to a saltmarsh 
community (Geelong Naturalist 
Dec. 1996). 


Around Lake Victoria patches of 
saltmarsh persist and throughout 
are the brown, green and red of 
necklaces of the Rounded 
Noonflower. Growing with it is a 
Noonflower with larger, angular 
(not rounded) fleshy leaves. Its 
fresher  greenish/blue leaf 
colouring contrasted with the 
autumn toning of the Rounded. 
My guess is Ross's Noonflower. 


Flowering Beaded Glassworts 
and late flowering Southern 
Seaheath add more colour. A few 
bottlebrush spikes of white 
flowers remain on the moonahs. 


Mud-flat Exposures: 

Swan Bay has many tidal mud- 
flats. Some of these can be 
viewed close to the car while 
others may need a long, but 
rewarding walk. A walk to Swan 
Bay via Edwards Point Reserve, 
to coincide with tidal conditions, 
can lead to good wader watching. 
You can choose low tide feeding 
or high tide roosting. One shore 
bird which is regularly found here 
is the Ruddy Tumstone which can 
look quite dapper in its black and 
white suit and short orange legs. 
It gets its name from, you have 
guessed it. It is all dressed up for 
its flight to its eastern Siberian 
nesting grounds - a bit more than 
a fly around the block!. 


Closer to Queenscliff town you 
can use your car as a hide, and 
whilst waiting for low tide, count 
the Chestnut Teal, Sacred Ibis, 
and White-faced Herons., 


Access: Edwards Point Wildlife 
Reserve, St Leonards; Cliff Street 
off Bluff Road and Beach Road. 


Walking track one way, beach the ' 


other. 

Queenscliff; Off Bellarine Hwy, 
near municipal depot, opposite 
Burnt Point. Car hide territory. 


Grey Fantails: 

Expect to see more of these 
friendly little birds, as they move 
through our area.. It is possible to 
find a Rufous Fantail mixed in 
with these. Watch out! 


Small Blues: 

In your explorations of the coast, 
look for the Coast Saltbush which 
dominates (when allowed) the 
strand line. 


Once found check to see if there are 
small blue butterflies flying around 
them. These could be the 
September іо April flying 
Chequered Blue Butterfly, whose 
caterpillars feed on the saltbush. 
These are much like the grass blue 
of your backyard lawn, but have less 
blue on the upper wings and more 
patterned underwings. 


| believe this was the butterfly | saw 
on saltbush at Avalon Beach 9-2-97. 
There were too many to count. 


And also: 

Leaf-curling and Tailed Spiders in 
the garden. 

Swifts overhead 

Fairy Martins - feeding flocks 
overhead or bunched 
together on perches. 

Masked Lapwings in flocks around 
wetlands. 

Wireleaf Mistletoe - still flowering 

Silver Banksia - coastal heathland 

Midge Orchids - in the bush 

Kangaroo Apples flowering - new 
plantings at Jerringot. 

Swift Parrots - retuming to mainland 
after breeding in Tasmania. 

m| 


Editors Note: Joe likes to keep us 


on our toes. “Strand” is an Old 
English word which means 
shoreline. 


OBSERVATIONS 


Last month Claire made an 
innocent remark that we should 
record all our observations. The 
result is that my study is knee deep 
in observation forms so we are 
having a once only two page 
spread of. observations (my 
apology to the few which just could 
not be included). 


All reports will be recorded on the 
computer. 


With Claire’s obvious powers of 
persuasion, perhaps she should be 
in charge of fund raising. 
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CLUB NOTES 


... Claire McCormick 


The “Protect Belmont Common 
Working Party” has combined 
forces with the Barwon Valley Golf 
Club and the G.E.C., to develop a 
united strategy in combating the 
threat of the development of any 
sot of rowing course or 
environmentally irresponsible and 
detrimental changes to Belmont 
Common. 


Many letters have been written to 
the City of Greater Geelong officers 
and all Councillors, State and 
Federal Ministers and Shadow 
Ministers, Director of Department 
of Natural Resources & 
Environment, Head of Environment 
Australia (was ANCA), Victorian 
Rowing Association, Strathbogie 
Shire and Ballarat Rowing 
Association to mention a few. 
Thank you Valda! 


A petition has been drawn up 
asking State Parliament for a full 
Environmental Effects Statement 
to be completed before the City 
proceeds to the next stage of the 
project. 


An OPEN DAY at the Golf Course 
is proposed for 13 APRIL. We will 
feature a Natural History display, 
and perhaps talks and nature 
walks, Please come to it and bring 
your friends, let’s make it a social 
day with picnics and a shared 
learning experience. Send along 
your family and friends even if you 
cannot come. 


The Committee commends the 
Working Party and fully supports its 
decisions. 


D D riri 


The Nature Guide brochure has. 


been updated and will be available 
soon. The Surf Coast Shire gave 
us a grant, so a few other areas 
have been included. 


рефе фә Бән 


Thanks go to Madeline Glynn 
who has drawn up a report on 
the Port Phillip Fisheries 
Management Plan. 


керере рә: 


Lily Sherwood and another 
resident of Abervale Retirement 
Village have started a Bird 
Group and any help you can 
give Lily would be very much 
appreciated. 


Xr XX ху ху ту 


A letter has been sent to the 
Geelong Council (COGG), 
expressing our objection to 
Amendment RL121 of the 
Greater Geelong Planning 
Scheme. As Valda Dedman 
reported at the February 
General Meeting, the 


Have you nominated a member 
of our Club for the Committee? 


The AGM is only one month 
away and we have not exactly 
been overwhelmed with offers! 


CMcC 


amendment if adopted would 
give this particular piece of land 
at the end of Balcolme Road on 
the bank of the Barwon River, 
Newtown rules that would not 
allow for further community 
input since no planning permit 
would be required. The Council 
ownership will be subject to 
ANCO's nominee having the 
use of the land for 100 years, 
the first 50 years at a 
peppercorn rent of $10.00 per 
annum. 


Best environmental practice 
now avoids development close 
to sensitive wetlands. Because 
of their relative isolation, this 
section of the riverine wetlands 
is significant for both birds and 
reptiles and contains remnant 
indigenous vegetation. This is 
environmentally sensitive land 
prone to regular flooding. A 
restaurant / boat storage, 
caretakers cottage complex 


plus nine detached houses and 
playing fields so close to this area 
have the potential to change the 
nature of this natural environment, 
and is incompatible on this last 
piece of rural land within the City. 
The Council should carefully 
consider its future, use. The 
subject land has historical 
significance as part of Captain 
Foster Fyans' original Balyang 
estate. 
Xx Xx Xx Xx Xx 


Dave King, мо is our 
representative on the BELLARINE 
RAIL TRAIL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE, reports that at the 
last meeting of the Committee a 
decision was made that a working 
bee would be conducted on Sunday 
11 May at 9.00 a.m. 


All groups involved on this project 
are requested to provide volunteers 
for the purpose of planting trees 
and shrubs, together with the 
removal of weeds. It is hoped that 
we can show our commitment to 
this cause. 


Meeting place is at the Bellarine 
Rail Reserve, Jetty Road, 
Drysdale. Strong shoes and gloves 
are all that you need to bring. 


pose ре фе фә, 


Simon Mitchell from the OTWAY 
RANGES ENVIRONMENT 
NETWORK INC., has advises that 
the THREATENED SPECIES 
NETWORK which is a community 
based program of World Wide 
Fund for Nature and supported by 
the Victorian National Parks 
Association, will be undertaking a 
survey of TIGER QUOLLS by 
using hair tubes which have double 
sided sticky tape on the inside that 
saves stressing the animals. On 
Saturday 15 March at 9.30 a.m. a 
training session will take place at 
the Rangers Office at Kennett 
River Camping Ground. On 
Sunday 16 March it is hoped to 
place the tubes in chosen spots. A 
week later the tubes wil be 
inspected for hairs. If you are 
interested, please contact. VNPA 
03 0654 6843. 


muniri 
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WATER PLANTAIN Alisma plantago-aquatica 


A NEW PLANT FOR THE JERRINGOT LIST 


by Valda Dedman 


A plant has just finished flowering in the drain to the east of the Jerringot wetlands. In early February | had noticed 
groups of large leaves, like a set of elongated green hearts on solid round stems, ábove which towered a tall stem 
surrounded with a living filigree of tiny flowers and buds in a series of whorls. 


The drain had almost dried up over the hot summer, but had been recently refreshed by storm water from thunder 
showers. Conditions this season had been good for germination, and there were a dozen or so plants of Water Plantain 
Alisma plantago-aquatica flourishing in the mud. 


The Water Plantain is a cosmopolitan plant, and is widespread in temperate Europe, western Asia and northern and 
central Africa. It has been introduced to New Zealand. The closely-related A. lanceolata has become naturalised in a 
few places in Victoria and South Australia. The indigenous A. plantago-aquatica is found only in eastern New South 
Wales and Victoria. It is not common west of Melbourne, although it is known from Lake Wendouree and (CHER) 
from the Wimmera River. 


It is a fascinating plant; each part has a beauty of its own. The fan shaped leaves, up to 30 cm long, have seven 
longitudinal ribs, linked by a series of fine parallel cross veins, giving strength and stability. Heart-shaped at the base, 
they seem to be clasping the round sturdy stems. By the third week of February, after many days of heat, the leaves of 
the Jerringot plants were badly browned off at the tip. 


Each flower spike may rise well over a metre tall and contain a couple of hundred flowers on slender stems in a series 
of whorls and mini-whorls along its branches. Buds open in succession and at any one time only a small number of 
flowers will be fully expanded. Each tiny pink flower lasts but a day. Mature buds start opening about 9.30 am and 
flowering may be finished by 4 pm. (In England they are said to open from 1 to 7 pm). The delicate petals unfurl into a 
cup shape; by mid afternoon they are hanging down like a skirt, then they start to shrivel and long before the sun has 
gone down they have tucked themselves away between the sepals. 


The plants are monocotyledons and have bisexual flowers, with three petals and three sepals. Six stamens, topped with 
pollen-laden anthers, surround a ring of about twenty tightly packed carpels which are ridged on the outside. The styles, 
arising from the inner edge of the carpels, form a dense mass at the centre of the flower. The flowering season here is 
from November to March. 


After pollination each seed develops inside its own carpel envelope. The seed is about 1 mm long and contains one 
embryo which is looped back on itself. The mature seeds are buoyant and may float for several months before 
germinating in mud or damp soil, rather than water. 


Below the ground, the plants have a short tuberous rhizome, and like the rhizomes of the more common Water Ribbons 
Triglochin procerum, may have been eaten by the aboriginal people who overwintered on the Belmont Common. Mature 
plants can form a large clump from which several flower heads may be produced in one season. Both leaves and 
flowers are eaten by stock. 


Water Plantain, although not previously listed for Jerringot Wildlife Reserve, was recorded by Trevor Pescott in 1994 
along the Wal Whiteside Walk upstream of the Breakwater, and it may occur in wetlands on the Barwon Valley Golf 
Course and to the south of Breakwater Road. It grows in fresh water up to 45 cm deep and persists in drying mud after 
water levels fall. 


Ephemeral wetlands, and muddy river edges, which dry out in summer, may be essential for the plants' long-term 
survival. It is important therefore to understand the hydrology of the Jerringot wetlands, the Belmont Common and the 
Barwon River. 

| would be interested to learn of any other local occurrences of this interesting plant. 


References 


Aston, H. 1973. Aquatic plants of Australia. Melbourne University Press, Carlton, Vic. 
Walsh, N.G. & Entwistle, T.J. (eds) 1994. Flora of Victoria, Volume 2. Inkata Press; Melb. 
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Distribution of Water Plantain 
in Victoria. 
(from Flora of Victoria) 


Leaf of Water Plantain 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


Not all our observations are birds ... compiled by Barry Lingham 
Ringtail Possum 8+ 20/1/97 Ingamells, Ocean Grove. All dead after a very hot day. GT 
1+1juv — 31/12/96 Edward's Point MG 
7 31/12/96 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve MG 
Swamp Wallaby 1 31/12/96 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve MG 
Red-necked Wallaby 1 2/1/97 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve MG 
Kangaroo sp. 1 Dec 96 Belmont Common Golf Course. (per golfer) VWD 
Koala 1 24/12/96 Barrabool Road, Ceres. VWD 
1 2/2/97 Pollocksford. VWD 
Echidna 1 10/12/97 Mount Pleasant Rd, Belmont. VWD 
1 Dec96 Belmont Common. VWD 
Snake species 1 8/1/96 — OGNR. Large fresh scat on track. MG 
Jacky lizard 1 2/1/97 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve MG 
Jellyfish 2 31/12/96 Edward's Point. Very large specimens. MG 
Swift Moths many 31/12/96 Edward's Point. MG 


Note: The key to the observer codes can be found at the top of page 10. 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


February 25th 1997 


Our speaker for this meeting was 
Roger Hicks who was scheduled to 
talk to us on two other occasions but 
was unable to do so due to his 
luggage being mistakenly sent to 
Israel on the first occasion and poor 
weather in Tasmania stopping his 
departure on the second occasion. 
It was well worth the wait to hear 
Roger speak on “The Birds of Chile" 


Roger, his wife and two young sons 
took a family holiday/birdwatching 
trip to Chile, first stopping off at 
Easter Island. This is one of the 
most isolated habitable land on 
earth and only four species of 
terrestrial birds are found there - 
each of the four were introduced. 
Some oceanic birds were noted on 
nearby islands that form part of 
Easter Island, but the most 
impressive objects on the island 
were the famous stone statues. 


These were carved at a quarry 
' several centuries ago and placed at 
strategic points around the island. 
Exactly how these large (between 4 
and 8 metres high) carvings were 


transported and wny they were . 


made at all remain the subject of 
conjecture. 


From Easter Island the Hicks flew to 
Chile and made there way south to 
the bottom tip of South America, 
Tierra del Fuego. In this cold 
section of the country, Roger noted 
Brown-headed Gull, Kelp Gull, 
Brown Pintail, Crested Shellduck 
and Upland Geese. 


As they travelled northwards past 
the grassy plains, the first Rheas 
were spotted along with Long-tailed 
Meadow lark, Black-necked Swan, 
Flamingo, White-tufted Grebe, 
American Kestrel and the Crested 
Caracara (a bird of prey - nine 
species of Caracara are found in 
South America). 


Some distant views of an 
Andean Condor were noted, but 
by enlisting the help of his young 
son, Roger was able to gain 
much better viewing. This was 
achieved by getting the boy to 
lie flat on his back and play dead 
- the condor moved in for a 
closer look to check out the 
chance of a meal! 


As the family progressed further 
north, stunted bushes gave way 
to some small trees and the 
changing habitat brought with it 
new species of birds. The island 
of Chiloe' was a fascinating 
place with a wide variety of birds 
including Southern Lapwing and 
Austral Pigmy Ow. The Chilean 
Flicker seen there is related to 
the woodpeckers (it looks like 
Woody Woodpecker). 


Further north was the capital of 
Chile, Santiago. This was a 
thriving city with a 
Mediterranean climate. The city 
is located in a basin just below 
the Andes. Unfortunately the 
pollution there was a problem . 


Further north again, the climate 
became much drier. Snowy 
Egret were noted in some of the 
rivers that are fed by the melting 
snows of the Andes Ranges. 


The scenery around these areas 
was spectacular. At the northern 
end of Chile is the driest place 
on earth. Arica has never had a 
recorded rainfall due to the 
shadow effect of the mountains. 
Some of Rogers photographs 
showed the completely barren 
landscape in this zone. This was 
contrasted by the greenery of 
the irrigated areas in the valleys 
and the white capped mountains 
of the ranges. 


Some of the places visited by 
the Hicks as they took a trip 
along the highway toward 
Bolivia were above 4000 metres 
in altitude. The oxygen 
depletion at this elevation made 
it very difficult to breath if any 
form of exertion was undertaken 
until you became acclimatised to 
the lack of air. 


Back near the coast, the cold waters 
of the Humbolt Current meet the 
warm coastal zone and give rise to 
almost perpetual fogs. This fog 
drifting inland gives enough 
moisture to allow some stunted 
plants to grow. The Current itself 
contains a large fish population and 
this attracts the attention of many 
birds. 


In this area Franklin’s Gull, Grey 
Gull, Turkey Vulture, Fantailed Gull, 
Surfbird, Тигпѕїопеѕ and Red- 
breasted Meadowark were seen. 
Birds of the high country included 
Croaking Brown Dove, Mountain 
Parakeet, Giant Coot and Andean 
Geese. 


Roger found the Chilean people 
very friendly and the 
accommodation and living costs 
very cheap. Coupled with the 
magnificent array of bird life and 
spectacular scenery plus Rogers 
informative commentary, this talk 
was appreciated by all present. 


BIRD GROUP INFORMATION 
Belmont Common Rowing 
Course 


Valda gave a report on the progress 
in the fight against the proposed 
rowing course on the Common and 
passed around а petition for 
members to sign. A Friends of 
Belmont Common group is being 
formed to help protect this great 
asset. 


Curlewis Golf Club 


Barry hopes to complete a series of 
bird surveys at the golf course. If 
you are interested in helping carry 
out the surveys, please contact him 
on 52554291 


Geelong Bird Report 1995 


The third edition of this 
tremendously useful log of bird 
observations in the Geelong area 
has been published and is on sale 
for $4.00 from Ray Baverstock. f 
you have not purchased one, 
please see Ray - they make a great 
gift for anyone interested in birds. 


[m] 


Key 


Area 


Birds 


BELMONT COMMON BIRD LIST 
Compiled by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
October 1996 


= introduced species 

com likely to be seen on most occasions 
rare seen infrequently but regularly 

m migratory 

occas recorded on a few occasions only 

vag a species well outside its normal range 
breeds has been recorded nesting there 


The Belmont Common includes Jerringot and other wetlands, golf course, 
plantations, mowed areas and riverside vegetation downstream from the James 
Harrison Bridge to the mouth of the VVaurn Ponds Creek. 


Australasian Bittern vag 
Australasian Grebe com breeds 
' Australasian Shelduck occas 
` Australasian Shoveler vag 
Australasian. White Ibis com 
Australian Hobby rare 
Australian Pelican com 
Australian Spotted Crake occas 
Baillon’s Crake occas 
Barn Owl vag 
Black Kite occas 
Black Swan com breeds regularly 
Black-fronted Dotterel com breeds 
Black-shouldered Kite com 
Black-tailed Native-hen vag 
Black-winged Stilt occas 
Blue-winged Parrot rare two seen 10/10/96 
Brolga vag (historical) 
Brown Goshawk occas 
Buff-banded Rail occas 
Caspian Tern rare seen along river 
Cattle Egret com 
Chestnut Teal occas 
Common Greenshank occas m 
Crimson Rosella rare 
Darter occas 
Dusky Moorhen com breeds regularly 
Eurasian Coot com breeds 
Fantailed Cuckoo rare m 
Galah com 
Great Cormorant rare 
Great Egret com 
Grey Teal com breeds? 
Hardhead rare 
Hoary-headed Grebe com breeds? 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo rare m 
Intermediate Egret vag 


- continued overleaf 


- continued from previous page. 


Latham’s Snipe com 
Lewin’s Rail vag 
Little Black Cormorant rare 
Little Egret vag 
Little Pied Cormorant com 
Magpie Goose vag 

* Mallard rare 
Masked Lapwing com 
Musk Lorikeet occas 
Nankeen Kestrel occas 


Nankeen Night Heron occas 
New Holland Honeyeater com 


Pacific Black Duck com 
Pacific Gull vag 
Pallid Cuckoo occas 
Pink-eared Duck vag 
Purple Swamphen com 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet occas 
Rainbow Lorikeet rare 
Red Wattlebird com 
Red-capped Plover occas 
Red-rumped Parrot vag 

* Rock Dove com 
Royal Spoonbill com 
Sacred Kingfisher occas 


Scaly-breasted Lorikeet vag 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper occas 


Silver Gull com 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Spotted Pardalote rare 
* Spotted Turtle-Dove com 
Straw-necked Ibis rare 
Superb Fairy-wren com 
Swamp Harrier rare 
Whiskered Tern rare 
White-faced Heron com 
White-naped Honeyeater occas 
White-necked Heron rare 


White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-throated Needletail rare 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill сот 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater occas 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill com 


seen in 1995 
breeds? 
breeds 


breeds 

breeds regularly 

was regular visitor when tip operated across river 
m 


breeds regularly 
(all lorikeets are nectar feeders, using trees on golf. 


course) 
breeds 


- 


two seen 10/10/96 
breeds under bridge on girders 


vag 


breeds 


breeds 


com breeds 
m 


m 
breeds 


+ * 


* 
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BELMONT COMMON PLANT LIST. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


SCIENTIFIC NAME 


Acacia dealbata 
Acacia mearnsii 
Acacia melanoxylon 
Acacia paradoxa 
Acacia pycnantha 
Acacia verticillata 
Acaena echinata 
Agrostis capillaris 
Allocasuarina cunninghamiana 
Allocasuarina littoralis 
Anagallis arvensis 
Arctotheca calendula 
Asphodelus fistulosus 
Aster subulatus 

Avena sativa 

Azolla filiculoides 

Beta vulgaris 

Bromus catharticus 
Bulboschoenus caldwellii 
Callistemon paludosus 
Calostegia sepium 
Cardaria draba 

Carex appressa 
Cerastium glomeratum 
Chenopodium album 
Chloris truncata 
Conium maculatum 
Conyza bonariensis 
Coprosma quadrifida 
Coprosma repens 
Cotoneaster sp. 

Cotula coronopifolia 
Crassula helmsii 


Critesium marinum ssp. leporinum 


Danthonia caespitosa 
Danthonia setacea 
Distichlis distichophylla 
Eleocharis acuta 
Eleocharis sphacelata 


Epilobium billardierianum ssp. cinereum 


Epilobium hirtigerum 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
Eucalyptus ovata 
Eucalyptus pellita 
Eucalyptus robusta 
Eucalyptus viminalis 
Foeniculum vulgare 
Fumaria muralis 
Galenia pubescens 
Galium aparine 
Geranium molle 
Goodenia ovata 
Helminotheca echioides 
Holcus lanatus 
Hypochoeris radicata 
Isolepis cernua 

Juncus acutus 

Juncus sp. 


23/10/96 


COMMON NAME 


Silver Wattle 

Black Wattle 
Blackwood 

Prickly Hedge Wattle 
Golden Wattle 
Prickly Moses 
Sheep’s Burr 
Brown-top Bent 

River Sheoak 

Black Sheoak 

Scarlet Pimpernel 
Cape Weed 

Onion Weed 

Shrub Aster 

Wild Oat 

Pacific or Red Azolla 
Wild Beet 

Prairie Grass 

Sea Club Rush 

River Bottle-brush 
Large Bindweed 
Hoary Cress 

Tall Sedge 

Mouse Ear Chick Weed 
Fat Hen 

Windmill Grass 
Hemlock 

Tall Fleablane 
Prickly Currant Bush 
Looking Glass or Mirror Bush 
Cotoneaster 

Water Buttons 
Swamp Stonecrop 
Barley Grass 
Common Wallaby Grass 
Bristly Wallaby Grass 
Salt Grass 


Common Spike-rush (Tall Sedge) 


Tall Spike-rush 
Variable Willow Herb 
Hairy Willow Herb 
River Red Gum 
Swamp Gum 

Red Mahogany 
Swamp Mahogany 
Manna Gum 

Fennel 

Fumitory 

Carpet Weed 
Cleavers Bedstraw 
Dove's-foot Cranes-bill 
Hop Goodenia 

Bristly Ox-tongue Thistle 
Yorkshire Fog Grass 
Flat Weed 

Grassy Club-rush 
African Spiny Rush 
Rush 


- continued overleaf 


- continued trom previous page. 


Lemna trisulca Duck Weed 

* Lepidium campestre Field Cress or Pepper Wort 
Leptospermum lanigerum Woolly Teatree 

` Lolium perenne Perennial Rye Grass 
Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat Rush 

^s Malva nicaeensis Mallow of Nice 
Marsilea drummondii Common Nardoo 

Medicago arabica Spotted Medic 

* Medicago polymorpha Burr Medic 

^ Melilotus indica Sweet Melilot or King Island Melilot 

* Modiola caroliniana Carolina Mallow 
Muehlenbeckia florulenta Tangled Lignum 
Myriophyllum propinquum (now divided into M.crispatum, M. papiollosumr, M. simulans and M. 

А vcarifolium) Water Milfoil 

y! Oxalis purpurea Large Flower Sweet Sorrel 
Ozothamnus ferrugineus Tree Everlasting 

Y Paspalum distichum Water Couch 

id Pennisetum clandestinum Kikuyu Grass 

* Persicaria decipiens Slender Knotweed 

* Persicaria maculosa Spotted Knot VVeed 

Y Phalaris aquatica Toowoomba Canary Grass 

i Phoenix dactylifera? Date Palm? 
Phragmites australis Common Reed 

ы Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 

* Pittosporum undulatum Sweet Pittosporum 

d Plantago coronopus Buck's Horn Plantain 

Y Plantago lanceolata Ribwort 

> Plantago major Greater Plantain 
Poa ensiformis? or clelandii? Poa 
Poa labillardieri Poa or Common Tussock 

Т Polygonum aviculare Hogweed 

y Prunus sp. Prunus 

Ў Raphanus raphanistrum Wild Radish 

Ў Romulus rosea Onion Grass 

А Rubus fruticosus spp. agg. Blackberry 
Rumex bidens Mud or Floating Dock 

^ Rumex crispus Curled Dock 

* Salix sp. Willow 
Sarcocornia quinqueflora Beaded Glasswort 
Schoenoplctus validus River Club-rush 
Senecio lautus Variable Groundsel 
Senecio quadridentalis Cotton Fire Weed 
Solanum laciniatum Kangaroo Apple 

ч Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade 
Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow Thistle 
Sporobolus virginicus Salt couch 

» Taraxacum officinale Dandelion 
Tetrarrhena distichophylla Hairy Rice Grass 

* Trapogon porrifolius Salsify 

* Trifolium arvense Hare's foot Clover 

is Trifolium angustifolium Narrow-leaf Clover 
Triglochin procera Water Ribbons 
Triglochin striata Streaked Arrow Grass 
Typha domingensis Cumbungi or Reed Mace 

А Vicia sativa ssp. sativa Common Vetch 

Y Zantedeschia aethiopica White Arum Lily 


Key: * Exotic or not locally indigenous species 


NOTE: The above list is based on the Jerringot plant list, with some added species known to exist on the Belmont 
Common. A full survey of the Belmont Common is yet to be carried out. 
Oo 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES ON 
BIRD OBSERVATIONS 
... Barry Lingham 


Our guest speaker, Roger Hicks 
and his son Andrew gave us a 
report of an Erect-crested Penguin 
from the Twelve Apostles area. 
There have been other reports of 
this or another bird near Portland. 
There have been very few 
Australian records of this penguin, 
which can be identified from other 
crested penguins by the wing 
markings. 


Valda Dedman has noted the 
dancing display of three Spotted 
Harriers. These beautifully marked 
birds are not often seen in the 
region, but they have been seen for 
about one month near the 
Merrawarp Road area. 


Bob Preston has had a variety of 
birds eating his nectarines, with the 
4 Wattlebirds being the “king of the 
tree”. He recorded 3 Blackbirds, 6 
sparrows, 6+ New Holland 
Honeyeaters and 3 silvereyes all in 
the tree at the same time. 


Dick Southcombe brought in a tree 
branch containing a raven's nest. It 
was an elaborate construction with 
many fairly large sticks, but only a 
smallish nest cavity at the top. 


Gordon McCarthy showed us a 
series of slides of the Baillon's 
Crake. It takes a lot of patience to 
be able to gain good photos of these 
secretive little birds. Rohan Bugg 
managed to do the almost 
impossible - photograph the rapidly 
moving White-throated Needletail 
as they sped past him at Point 
Nepean. We all enjoyed the slides 
that again showed the talents of 
Gordon and Rohan. 


Brian Hart noticed the Sea Eagle 
over Ocean Grove but there are 
rumours of a nest towards Torquay. 


It is interesting to note the report of 
the Spotted Harrier so close to 
Geelong by Grant Baverstock. 


Valda has been noting the feeding 
habits of Latham's Snipe - they are 
generally thought to move away 
from Jerringot at night to feed, so 
these are significant sightings. 


LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Field Nats N/L March 1997 
No.4 


Vic Naturalist Vol 113 (4) 

This edition is entirely devoted to 
Baron Ferdinand von Mueller 
who found time in a busy and 
energetic life to encourage and 
be involved with the original 
small group of amateur field 
naturalists who formed the Field 
Nat. Club of Victoria. The first 
three items deal with this 
involvement. The remainder 
cover the wider aspects of his 
natural history interests. 


Vic Naturalist Vol. 113 (6) has 
an article on Observations of 
White-footed Dunnart; its 
behaviour & nest-site locations 
on the Anglesea heathlands, by 
S D Hutchings. 


This edition notes the awarding 
of 1996 Honorary Membership of 
the FNCV to Trevor Pescott. 
Congratulations Trevor. 


Wildlife Australia Summer 96 
Articles on Bridled Nailtailed 
Wallabies, Skinks, Simpson 
Desert, Native Rodents and 
much else. 


On a page for young naturalists 
are some “Extraordinary eye 
facts”. For instance, “starfish do 
not have eyes, however at the 
end of their feet are simple 
organs called OCELLI that can 
detect light.” 


Australia Nature Summer 96-97 
Many interesting reads including 
ones on the Richmond Birdwing 
Butterfly; “Goannas in the 
Graveyard” (Sand Monitors in 
W.A's Karrakatta Cemetery); 
“Did Martians ever exist?"; 
"Trees of the Future" (Australian 
Eucalypt plantings overseas); 
and "Tasmania in Focus". 


Wingspan Dec 1996 (RAOU) 

Threats to many of our sea- 
birds. Regent Honeyeater, 
Murray-Darling Basin Waterbird 
Project Update, Asbestos Range 


TT TT 


National Park, Tasmania. (A not so 
well known bird watching area well 
worth a visit, and easy to reach from 
Launceston). 


Outdoors Summer 96-97 (DNR&E) 
Latest news on Rail Trails, Native 
Orchids, River Red Gums along the 
Murray River, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Cranbourne (a garden for 
the 21st century), Research Institute 
news and a lot more. 


Also available: 

LCC July 96:. 

Historic Places: Special 
investigation, south-western Vic. 
Proposed recommendations. 


Moorabool Water Treatment 
Investigation Issues - Discussion 
paper Sept 96. 


Greening Australia Victoria - Annual 
Report 95/96. 
Oo 


STEWARTS RESERVE 
PLANT LIST 


December 10th, 1996. 
See page 8 for full report. 


Stipa sp. 
Wheat grass 

Elymus scarbrum 
Wallaby Grass 

Danthonia caespitosa 
Rough Dog’s-tail grass 

Cynorsurus echinatus 
Kangaroo Grass 

Themeda sp. 
Plume Grass 

Dichelachne sp.? 
Juncus sp. 
Cherry Ballart 

Exocarpus cupressiformis 
Kidney VVeed 

Dichondra repens 
Black Wood 

Acacia melanoxylon 
Water Ribbons 

Triglochin procerum 
Bursaria sp. 
Hop Goodenia 

Goodenia ovata 
Veronica gracilis 
Blown Grass 

Agrostis averacea 
Bristly Ox-tongue 
Manna Gum 

Eucalyptus viminalis 
Geranium 
Acacia mucronata 
Brome Grass. 


PLANT GROUP 
EXCURSION REPORT 
... Rachel Кеагу 


On December 10th, members of 
the Plant group met at Stewarts 
Reserve on Armstrongs Creek 
about 4.00pm. Later we visited 
Rice Reserve and then Dans’ 
Reserve for a picnic tea. A fine 
sunny afternoon made it all very 
pleasant except for the mosquitoes 
which dispersed with the sea 
breeze around 6.00pm. 


Stewarts Reserve is named after a 
Mr. Stewart who, in the early days 
of white settlement of the district, 
set aside some of his land for the 
use of the Wathourong peoples as 
they travelled through the area. 
The area is now mainly grassland 
with Armstrong's Creek, which only 
flows after heavy rain, wandering 
through it. Ted Errey prepared a 
plant list of the reserve and Chris 
Hose has done further work on the 
list in recent years. Unfortunately | 
do not have access to the plant list 
So this report may seem 
incomplete. A list of many of the 
plants seen is given at the end of 
this report. The creek banks have 
stands of Red Gum 

E. camaldulensis, with Black 
Wattle A.mearnsii and Hedge 
Wattle A.parados. These give 
habitat to Striated Pardalotes and 
the magpie, seen with its young. 
Other birds seen here were Grey 
Butcherbirds, White-faced Herons, 
Eastern Rosellas, Red-rumped 
Parrots, Magpie-larks and 
Blackbirds. Butterflies such as the 
Common Brown and the Australian 
Skipper added to the colour and 
movement in the area. 


Weeds which seem a threat in so 
many areas were growing well at 
Stewarts Reserve. Some of these 
are Flax Broome, Phalaris Sp., 
Chilian Needle Grass, Fog Grass, 
Convolvulus remotus, Sweet Briar, 
Ribbed Plantain and Scotch 
Thistle. ' 


Rice Reserve is а пате with some 
connection to local history but why, 
1 am not sure. The reserve is 
Surrounded on three sides by 
Thompsons Creek and is just 
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beside Horseshoe Bend Road. 
In the last few years some 
attempt at weed control and 
revegetation has been made by 
Torquay Landcare with LEAP 
scheme funding and by Surf 
Coast Shire Council. A lot of 
Gorse Ulex europaeus has been 
cut down and poisoned, Manna 
Gum, Black Wattle and Bursaria 
have been planted but Watsonia 
remains a serious problem. 


At the entrance to a track there 
were two great examples of the 
feathery flowers of Ptilotus 
macrocephalum. Nearby were 
some blue Wahlenbergia sp. 
and the Spiny-headed Mat-rush 
Lomandra longifolia, Kangaroo 
Grass Themeda sp., and also a 
large amount of Bracken 
Pteridium esculentum. |n places 
the track was almost blocked by 
Hedge Wattle and some 
regrown gorse. Trees in the 
reserve included Swamp Gum 
E.ovata, Golden Wattle 
A.pycnantha, Black Wattle 
A.mearnsii, another wattle either 
A.verticillata or  A.juniperina, 
Moonah Melaleuca lanceolata, 


and the weed Hawthorn — 


Crataegus sp. At our feet were 
bright pea flowers of Platylobium 
sp. Dillwynia sp.and Glaborina 
Sp. as well as Cranberry Heath, 
Dodonea cuneata and Bidgee- 
Widgee. Of course there were 
weeds too, Centaury sp. 
Senecio sp. and asparagus. 


Birds in Rice Reserve included 
Welcome Swallows, Dusky 
Wood Swallows, Red-rumped 
Parrots, апа  Yellow-tailed 
Black-Cockatoos. We did not 
see the Black Swans that 
normally occupy this stretch of 
Thompsons Creek, but some 
Dusky Moorhens were enjoying 
the water. 


Driving along Dans Road, a 


significant roadside area, some ` 


of us slowed down to count 
seven  Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoos flying overhead 
when Valda saw a Latham’s 
Snipe that my car flushed from 
a roadside drain. White-fronted 
Chats can sometimes be seen 
when walking along part of this 
road, but today the only birds 
seen were European 
Goldfinches. 


Dans' Reserve may not be the 
official name for this reserve. 
Geoff Dans has the entrance to his 
farm through the reserve and his 
Minya Winery and vineyard are the 
other side of the wide stretch of 
Thompsons Creek that borders the 
reserve. Ixia viridiflora in flower 
caught our eyes as soon as we 
entered this reserve. This is a 
garden escapee and it could 
become a problem. There are good 
stands of Moonah here. Acacia 
pycnantha: grow well, and the 
Bursaria sp. are the size of small 
trees. Hop Goodenia is fighting a 
battle with watsonia and gorse 
regenerating after a clearance 
program. 


Picnic tables gave a good place for 
tea while we watched and argued 
about a bird of prey on a dead tree 
in a paddock. This was eventually 
identified as a Brown Falcon to 
everyone's satisfaction. Galahs 
and a raven flew into the tree near 
us. Clamorous Reed-warblers sang 
from the Phragmites Reeds on the 
edge of the creek, and a Sulphur- 
crested Cockatoo made its 
presence known. Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills and Fairy Wrens caught 
our eyes from the Melaleuca 
armillaris at the bottom of Geoff 
Dans’ garden. 


At the end of the evening some of 
us climbed through a fence further 
along Dans Road as it curves 
towards Connewarre and had a look 
at an interesting farm paddock. In 
the wet months of the year the 
paddock becomes an ephemeral 
wetland and swans nest in it and 
ducks make use of it. We saw 
several different rushes and some 
Isotoma sp. This area could make 
an interesting study, especially as 
the owner, Andrew Sprague, 
sometimes talks of fencing it off to 
keep his stock out. 


A plant list for Stewarts Reserve 
may be found on page 7 
Li 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


... Lauris Mathison 


Mount Buffalo Campout - 25th to 29th 
January. 


The twenty members who attended 
were divided between the Tatra Inn 
and the Lake Catani camp-ground. 
Those few days were just enough to 
whet our appetites, as there is so 
much to see, both scenically and 
natural history wise. So many tracks 
which beckon one to “see what's over 
the next rise, or around the next 
bend’. 


In contrast to the hot and dry 
countryside below, the Mount Buffalo 
area seemed like a green pleasant 
island, complete wth many 
wildflowers, the most immediately 
evident of which was the alpine form 
of the Grass Trigger-plants, whose 
bright pink flowers seemed to be 
everywhere. 


During our stay we were treated to 
just a few facets of the weather that 
nature can turn on up in the high 
places, such as thundering rain 
coming | down from nowhere, 
drenching the unwary (particularly 
fishermen and butterfly seekers), 
dense white cloud coming in suddenly 
and completely obliterating the scene, 
and lightning and thunder 
frighteningly close overhead, so that 
it knocked out the camp hydo- 
generator, leaving the toilet block 
without lighting. At such times, should 
you worry that your tent poles are 
made of metal and that there is a 
small lake under your tent? 


Our leader, Dick Southcombe, had a 
very interesting and energetic 
programme mapped out for us. 
Thanks Dick. 


On Day 1 we all walked the greater 
part of the "Big Walk" (12 km) which 
climbs the mountain оп the 
Porepunkah side, from the entry gate 
below to the Chalet near the summit. 
That track winds through many 
different habitats, the change from 
one to another being sometimes quite 
sudden. It was in the damp gullies 
that the lyrebirds were giving their 
renditions. We were fortunate to hear 
two of these birds giving a sample of 
their repertoire, imitating many of the 
birds with which they live, 


interspersed with their own calls. 
Although we didn't see them it was 
easy to imagine the raising and 
feathering of their magnificent tails 
as they sang. Magic! 


In other places the “Big Valk” zig- 
zags up the exposed face of the 
mountain, where the plants are small 
and hardy. Here we saw the Lemon 
Bottlebrush Callistemon pallidus in 
full flower, and an attractive small 
grevillea, with delicate pale pink 
spider flowers. A great place to sit 
and enjoy lunch, looking out over the 
valley below. Not many birds in 
evidence here. |t was a wonder 
there were not more honeyeaters 
around the bottle-brushes. Towards 
the top of the mountain, the trees 
grew taller, with woolybutts and 
snowgums. Small streams, ard 
dense understorey, suggested the 
abundant moisture. Some tired 
people that night. 


On Day 2 our track was quite 
different. We walked (12 km again) 
from the Tatra Inn, across the 
meadows, which would be ski-runs in 
the season. Timber walkways cross 
these meadows, which are in fact 
giant sponges, made up of mosses 
and other alpine plants, slowly 
releasing stored moisture to the little 
creeks in which swim native fish. 
Here there were many small plants 
flowering. The most numerous of 
these being the orange everlastings. 
Two only gentian flowers were seen. 


The track took us over bush-covered 
ridges from one meadow to another, 
much evidence of these areas being 
the habitat of wombats. One animal 
was seen on the track, and burrows 
were seen in various locations during 
our stay. Eventually the going 
became tougher as we climbed to 
the West Wall, which as the name 
implies is a tall rock wall, rising from 
the valley below. Here we were glad 
to stop for lunch, which we shared 
with the black rock skinks, whilst 
watching a.  thunder-head. from 
beyond the distant mountains on the 
other side of the valley. 


On our return over the morning's 
track, our footsteps were hastened 
by the storm building behind. 
However, we did see a copperhead 
snake by the track, one of a number 
seen during our stay. The largest of 
these was seen near the camp toilet 
block. It appeared to have no real 
concern for curious humans. Our 
haste proved to have been wise as 


just as we returned to Tatra Inn the 
rain came pelting down. 


Day 3 took the group along the road 
to the reservoir, and thence up the 
track to Mt. Dunn. This track proved 
to be the best from a botany point of 
view. Later there was time to climb 
“The Horn”, a granite outcrop which is 
the highest point on the mountain 
(1723m). The mountain is said to 
resemble a reclining buffalo, from a 
certain aspect, hence the names 
"Buffalo" and "Horn". 


A full plant list was not kept, but some 
which come to mind were Cinnamon 
Bells Gastrodia sesamoides, 
Common Bird Orchid Chilloglottis 
gunni, Hyacinth Orchid Dipodium 
punctatum, Yam Daisies Microseris 
scapigera, (huge ones), Pale Vanilla 
Lily Arthropodium milleflorum, Swamp 
Isotome /sotoma fluviatillis, Tasman 
Flax Lily Dianella tasmanica, Royal 
Bluebell Wahlenbergia gloriosa, 
Boronia sp., Ferns - Mother Shield, 
Lance Water, Ray Water. 


- Mt Buffalo Bird List: 


Black Duck (present and friendly in 
camp-ground) 

Nankeen Kestrel 

Falcon sp. 

Peregrine Falcon 

Brown Falcon 

Gerygone 

King Parrot 

Crimson Rosella 
Boobook OW 
Kookaburra 

Lyrebird (heard only) 
Richards Pipit 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Flame Robin 

Grey Fantail 

Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 
Whipbird 

White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 

Striated Thornbill 
White-browed Tree-creeper 
Red Wattlebird 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Silvereye 

Eastern Spinebill 

Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 

Little Raven 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Currawong 
Black-backed Magpie. 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS February 1997 - compiled by Barry Lingham. 

Observations were submitted by Polly Cutcliffe (PCu), Roger and Andrew Hicks (RHI/AHi), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Ray Baverstock 
(RBa), Margaret Cameron (MAC), Lily Sherwood (LS), Bob Preston (RP), Vernon Cohen (VC), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Craig 
Morley (CMo), Kevin Ryan (KRy), Valda Dedman (VWD), Barry Lingham (BL), Ron Mole (RMo), John Bottomley (JB), Geoff & 
Lauris Mathison (G&LMa), Frank Scheelings (FS), Ira Savage (IS), Brian Hart (BH), Claire McCormick (CMc), Dick Southcombe 


(DS), Graeme Tribe (GT), Peter Bright (PB), Marilyn Hewish (MHe), Madeline Glynn (MG) 


Australasian Grebe 2+ 11/12/96 Belmont Common, Golf Course wetlands PCu 
Erect-crested Penguin 1 23/2/97 Near Twelve Apostles RHi/AHi 
Darter 5 20/1/97 Little River (Old Melbourne road) RBu 
1imm 14/12/96 Werribee River 1 RBu 
Glossy Ibis 3 15/2/97 Hospital Lake MAC 
Black Duck 1*4 young 19/9/96 Abervale. 4 Ducklings all killed by ravens. LS 
Royal Spoonbill 5 13/2/97 | Jerringot RP 
20+ Feb97 Serendip үс 
Royal & Yellow-billed Spoonbill 7+2 18/2/97 Јеггіпдої. Arranging dry grass on small island GMc 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 13 2/2/97 Highton. Flock flying over. RBa 
Brown Goshawk 1 1/2/97&16/2/97 Newtown. Flying over. CMo 
1 24/2/97 | Newtown. Scaring honeyeaters in back yard. KRy 
White-breasted Sea-Eagle 1 adult 23/2/97 Sand Island beach, Queenscliff BL 
Spotted Harrier 3 8/2/97 Merrawarp Rd, Ceres. Dancing display. VWD 
1 9/2/97 | Merrawarp Rd. VWD 
Black Falcon 1 15/2/97 Barwon Heads Salt Swamp (Airfield) MAC 
Australian Hobby 1 5/2/97 ^ Geelong City. Overhead. VWD 
Baillon's Crake 2 15/2/97 Hospital Lakes MAC 
Spotless Crake 2 15/2/97 Point Henry MAC 
1 21/2/97  Jerringot VWD 
Brolga 2 Jan 97 Lake Gherang. In shade with flock of sheep G&LMa 
Banded Lapwing 8 20/12/97 Hogans Road, Hoppers Crossing RBu 
5 2/2/97 Inverleigh Road near Pollocksford Road FS 
Mongolian Plover 1 16/2/97 ^ Moolap Salt Works CMo 
Common Sandpiper 1 11/12/96 Begola Wetlands, Collendina PCu 
1 4/2/97 Barwon Heads (Sheepwash) RBa 
Greenshank 1 3/2/97 Barwon Heads (Sheepwash) RBa 
Latham's Snipe 40+ 27/1/97 — Jerringot IS 
2+ 2/2/97 Rice’s Reserve, Horseshoe Bend Road CMc 
8+ 11/12/96 Begola Wetlands, Collendina PCu 
1 13/2/97 Jerringot (feeding in mud) RP 
Red Knot 2 16/2/97 Lake Connewarre BL/GT 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 4 15/2/97 Сегеѕ VWD 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 2 17 Feb - North Valley Road , Highton. Returning. VWD 
2 16 Feb - Highton. Return RBa 
8 16 Feb- North Valley Road. Return. RMo 
10 17 Feb - Newtown. Return. CMo 
2 23/2/97 Road kills on Great Ocean Road AHi 
Galah 30+ 7/2/97 Нідһќоп. Largest flock for years. RBa 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 24* 25/2/97 X Feeding near Barwon Valley Park RMo 
6 22/2/97 ^ Belmont. Flying over. RP 
Rainbow Lorikeet 2 14/2/97 — Werribee River. : RBu 
Musk Lorikeets 5 22/2/97 Belmont. Feeding on nectarines. RP 
3-4 14-26 Feb Eastern Park. CMo 
Little Lorikeet 3 mid Feb Newtown. Flying over at dusk. CMo 
Swift Parrot 1 heard 21/2/97 Wyndham Park, Werribee RBu 
3 Feb Werribee (per Mary Richmond) RBu 
Blue-winged Parrot 30+ 29/1-13/2/97 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Mainly young. BH 
Powerful Owl 1 2/2/97 ^ Brisbane Ranges DS 
1 11/1/97 — Ironbark Basin PB 
Tawny Frogmouth 2 15/2&19/2/97 | Ocean Grove (roosting in garden tree) BH 
Fork-tailed Swift 1+ 26/1/97 Pt Napean Park. RBu 
White-throated Needletail 8+ 23/2/97 | Black Rock sand dunes BL 
100s 26/1/97 Pt Nepean Park RBu 
Kookaburra 2 13/2/97 Pollocksford VWD 
2 5/2/97 X Eastern Park VWD 
2 12-23/2/97 | North Valley Road Highton (calling) VWD 
Song Thrush +4 22-23/2/97 | Belmont. Feeding on snails and nectarines. RP 
1 10/1/97 Highton RBa 
Crested Shrike-tit 1 8/2/97 Lara VC 
Tawny Frogmouth 4 14/12/96 X Highton. Two plus two young. RBa 
1 17/1/97 Pollocksford : JD 
Grey Fantail 1 15/2/97 Helena Street, Highton RBa -continued 
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Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Silvereye 


House Sparrow 
Common Mynah 


Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 


Little Raven 
Pacific Heron 
Rufous Night Heron 


Royal Spoonbill 


Whistling Kite 

Brown Goshawk 
White-breasted Sea Eagle 
Spotted Harrier 

Australian Hobby 


Brown Falcon 
Masked Lapwing 


Hooded Plover 
Latham’s Snipe 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 
Rainbow Lorikeet 


Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Little Lorikeet 
White-throated Needletail 


Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Blackbird 
Song Thrush 


Eastern Yellow Robin 
Rufous Fantail 

Yellow Thornbill 

Singing Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 
Silvereye 


European Goldfinch 
European Greenfinch 


Diamond Firetail 

Common Mynah 
White-browed Woodswallow 
xGrey Butcherbird 


Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 


—-—— 0 )—-— WW A= A 
о 


N 


+ 


Orme 2 Adana (л ру AAA AN = 
o 


o 
Ot 
+ 


+ + 


+ 


o 
+ 


= Na VW UA ND A = =H NM A AH = |= AD = A AH AN = 
EE x 


25/2/97 
12/12/97 
12-24/2/97 
25/2/97 
15/2/97 
7/2/97 
24/2/97 
15/2/97 
7/2197 
15&16/2/97 
24/2/97 
23/2/97 
15/1/97 
26/12/96 
9/10/96 
26/1/97 
22/7/96 
16/12/96 
28/1/97 
4/12/96 
26/12/96 
Dec 96 
2/12/96 
12/1/97 
23/1/97 
30/11/96 
Jan 
15/1/97 


15-28/1/97 ` 


26/1/97 
28/1/97 
15/7/96 
30/7/96 
7/12/96 
6/10/96 
28/1/97 
Dec 96 
5/12/96 
24/1/97 
27/1/97 
20/12/96 
25/12/96 
Jan 97 
23/1/97 
26/1/97 
27/1/97 
1/12/96 
23/12/96 
25/1/97 
22/12/96 
29/12/96 
7/1/97 
3/12/96 
4/1/97 
16/1/97 
8-28/1/97 
20/12/96 
26-27/1/97 
14/1/97 
Jan 97 
13/12/96 
25-27/1/97 
26/1/97 
1/1/97 
15/1/97 
15/12/96 
9-12/1/97 
8/12/96 
20/12/96 
26/28/1/97 
23/1/97 


Belmont. Feeding on nectarines . RP 
Newtown CMo 
Newtown CMo 


Belmont. Feeding on nectarines. One Tas. Form. RP 
Little River town. Partial albino. (per W Knight) VC 
Road kill on Melbourne Road JB 


Bacchus Marsh. One flock. MHe 
North Valley Road Highton. VWD 
Belmont. (large flock) RP 
Belmont. Imitating magpie. * RP 
Belmont. (first seen for 6 months) DS 
Newtown. Feeding on ripening pears. CMo 
Jerringot VWD 
Buckley's Falls - fishing at pool RBa 
Buckley's Falls PS 
Jerringot VWD 
Swan Bay PS 
Pollocksford VWD 
Newtown CMo 
Over Ocean Grove beach BH 
Stonehaven (Inverleigh Road) GB 
Eastern Park. Two adults plus two fledglings СМо 


Johnstone's Park. Adult calling from Bunya Pine CMo 
Highton - Chasing flock of 5 Musk Lorikeets RBa 
Queen's Park CMo 
Newtown. Atleast one young at Barwon Grange RBa 


Jerringot VWD 
Buckle’s Park, Collendina (1 young) 
Jerringot. Resting in shade on hot days. VWD 
Jerringot Feeding at 7 p.m. VWD 
Jerringot. Feeding at 11:15 a.m. VWD 
Highton PS 
Highton PS 
Highton PS 
Ceres PS 
Highton PS 
Pollocksford VWD 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve BH 
Newtown. Eating Crab Apples. CMo 
Newtown CMo 
Highton RBa 
Highton. Feeding in gum tree all days until20/1/97RBa 
Newtown CMo 
Queen's Park CMo 
Ocean Grove town. Hawking low over trees. BL 
Belmont CMc 
Limeburner's Bay. Nest and 2 nestlings. JH 
North Valley Road. Nest and 3 young in garage VVVD 
Newtown. 2 juveniles in backyard. CMo 
Highton, garden. PS 
Highton, garden. PS 
Botanical Gardens, Geelong. JH 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve BH 
Highton RBa 
Barwon Heads RBa 
Newtown. Extended length of stay. CMo 
North Valley Road VWD 
Newtown (heard) CMo 
Newtown. Dependent flying young with adults. СМо 
Belmont. Running food relays to nest out of sight. RP 
Geel. West. Feeding nestlings in flowering gum. CMo 
Belmont. Cuckoo like call CMc 
North Valley Road VWD 
You Yangs JH 
Hamilton Hwy (Stonehaven) eating dead rabbit VVVD 
Newtown CMo 
Highton, in garden for several days. RBa 
Highton, calling. VWD 
Anakie. Spread-eagled on ground for10 mins. JB/JCa 
North Valley Road, calling all day VWD 
CMo 


Queens park, harassed by 4-5 magpies 


BH 
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BELMONT COMMON FAUNA LIST 
Compiled by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


October 1996 
FROGS OF BELMONT COMMON 
Litoria raniformis Growing Grass Frog 
Litoria ewingi Southern Brown (Ewing's) Tree Frog 
Limnodynastes dumerili Pobblebonk 
Limnodynastes tasmaniensis Spotted Marsh Frog 
Ranidella signifera Common Froglet 
MAMMALS OF BELMONT COMMON 
Trichosurus vulpecula Common Brushtail Possum 
Pseudocheirus peregrinus Common Ringtail Possum 
Pteropus poliocephalus Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Hydromys chrysogaster Water Rat 
*Mus musculus House Mouse 
*Rattus rattus | Black Rat 


*Canis vulpes Red Fox 


The following species have been recorded on urban river reserves upstream of Belmont Common 
(Conole and Baverstock, 1995). A survey of Belmont Common will be conducted in the near future. 


Mormopterus planiceps Southern Freetail Bat 
Tadarida australis White-striped Freetail Bat 
Chalinolobus gouldii Gould’s Wattled Bat 
Chalinolobus morio Chocolate Wattled Bat 
Miniopterus schreibersii Common Bent-wing Bat 
Nyctophilus geoffroyi Lesser Long-eared Bat 
Vespadelus darlingtoni/regulus Forest Bat 

Vespadelus vulturnus Little Forest Bat 


FISH OF THE BARWON RIVER AT BELMONT COMMON 


Geotria australis Pouched Lamprey 
Anguilla australis Short-finned Eel 
Galaxias maculatus Common Galaxias 
Galaxias truttaceus Spotted Galaxias 
Retropinna semoni Australian Smelt 
Prototroctes marsena Australian Grayling 
Nannoperca australis Southern Pygmy Perch 
*Gambusia affinis Mosquito Fish 
*Cyprinus carpio Common Carp 


BELMONT COMMON BIRDS PROTECTED BY JAMBA AND CAMBA 


Cattle Egret 

Great Egret 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Greenshank 

Latham’s Snipe 
Caspian Tern 


THREATENED WILDLIFE FOUND ON BELMONT COMMON 


Vulnerable: Australian Grayling 
Common Bent-wing Bat 
Restricted , rare or both: Spotted Galaxias 
Indeterminate, possibly threatened: Pouched Lamprey 
Requiring careful monitoring: Latham's Snipe 
Presumed extinct, but re-introduced after prior local extinction: Magpie Goose 


Source: Dept. of Natural Resources and Environment o 
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